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Course Commences

: May 2021

PROGRAM
OBJECTIVE

Duration

The course will be writing-intensive, with theory instruction and
mentorship from leading TV/Web series screenwriters, running
parallel with the writing schedule. During the course, with guided
supervision, the students will be able to write A) A pitch-ready Bible for a Finite Fiction series of 8 episodes
of 40 minutes each, with scope for the second season
B) A pitch for a 30-min Comedy Format Web Series
C) A pitch for 12-min Episodic format Web Series

PROGRAM MODULES
These modules will run parallelly with each other to help the students in better understanding of
screenwriting principles.

MODULE 1

SALIENT FEATURES OF SERIES WRITING

The first step in writing a web series is understanding the format. How is web series writing different from
Novel, Film, or TV writing? How do you know if an idea is well-suited for a Web series? How to convert the
idea into a premise? And how to flesh out that premise into a long-format story?

MODULE 2

CHARACTERS

How to write characters that feel human and relatable enough to make viewers forget that they aren't real?
How to explore the complexities, unresolved issues and multiple dimensions of the character's personality
to ensure that his/her engagement with the plot remains vigorous and continues to expose hidden layers of
the character over a long narrative? What is a character arc and how does that define the structure of the
series? How to create a multitude of characters to exist and interact harmoniously with each other over the
course of a season?

MODULE 3

BROAD STORY AND MILESTONES

How to write a show where the characters decide their own fate, for better or worse? The students will
learn to keep the stakes of drama high by strengthening and pressing on the intentions and obstacles of
their characters that creates the friction and tension needed to create a strong screenplay.

MODULE 4

EPISODIC STRUCTURE

What is the best episode structure to effectively tell the character's stories? How does each ensemble
character in the web series relate to, or affect the main character? How to build character development
naturally into the series.

MODULE 5

PILOT SCREENPLAY

Pilots are crucial for hooking an audience and setting up your characters and storyline for an entire season.
This module helps the students in writing a pilot screenplay that explains the story world and its characters
and ends in a way to make the audience want more.

MODULE 6

SCREENING, ANALYSIS, AND READING SCREENPLAYS OF MINI-SERIES

Through the screening and analysis of multiple web–series across different genres, the students will
develop an understanding of how characters are introduced? How is each episode structured? How do plot
elements unfold over a season? What does one mean by cliff-hangers? And most importantly, how does a
show create enough drama to grab the viewer's attention for that long?

MODULE 7

PITCH

A great pitch is well-structured, visual, and quickly and easily conveys your show's concept and central
characters. This module helps the students to learn how to pitch their show in 5-10 minutes.

PROGRAM FEATURES & HIGHLIGHTS
During the program, participants will go through the complete process of creating a Show Bible for
a web series - starting with ideation, creating unforgettable characters, expanding the idea into a
broad story, plotting it over 8 episodes and writing the screenplay of the Pilot Episode.
Renowned TV & Web Writers come regularly during the term and conduct masterclasses with the
students during the two terms. In this one-day session, the writers share their writing practice, their
inspirations, their writing technique, and show examples from their shows and explain principles to
the students.
Students also get masterclasses from screenwriter-teacher Anjum Rajabali on Mythology, on the
Mahabharata, and on Psychology.
There will also be an in-depth session on the importance of Navrasa in Indian dramaturgy by
screenwriter-teacher, independent filmmaker and script consultant Ashwini Malik.

METHOD OF INSTRUCTION
During the course, students will be assigned shows which they will have to watch prior to the
session. Theory will be explained through a critical analysis of the assigned show by the mentors
in class. The classes will be divided into two sessions - morning and afternoon of three hours
each.
Feedback sessions will be conducted as per the Mentors availability hence could be scheduled
during the week in which case the student will be given prior notice. Around the 8th and 16th week
a gap week will be given as writing time to be able to meet submission deadlines. There will only
be two such weeks.
The placement of these will be adjusted according to the writing progress of the students.

GUEST FACULTY & MASTERCLASSES
SWEKSHA BHAGAT, Program Lead
Sweksha Bhagat is an alumnus of the Screenwriting Department, Film and Television Institute of India (FTII), Pune. She
taught Screenwriting as an Assistant Professor at FTII (2019-2020). She has written award-winning television shows Qubool Hai, Chakravartin Ashok Samrat, Peshwa Bajirao, Kullfi Kumaar Baajewala to name a few, and two films under
the animation mini-series - Krish Trish Baltiboy, which were well received at several international film festivals. For the
past few years, she has been conducting Story Building and Screenplay Writing workshops for new writers at various
premier institutes.

ANJUM RAJABALI, HOD - Screenwriting, School of Filmmaking, WWI
Anjum Rajabali has been a professional screenwriter since 1992, with several films to his credit, including Drohkaal,
Ghulam, The Legend of Bhagat Singh, and Raajneeti. He has also been a script consultant and mentor to numerous
films. In 2004, he designed and created India’s first full-fledged Screenplay Writing department at the Film and Television
Institute (FTII), Pune, and was the department’s Honorary Head for 12 years. Since 2006, he has been the Founder &
HOD, Screenwriting Dept. at Whistling Woods International, Mumbai. He regularly conducts screenwriting workshops
and masterclasses in India and abroad, and has convened several national screenwriting conferences, seminars,
fellowships, script contests and such initiatives for Indian screenwriters. He frequently lectures on Indian Mythology at
different institutes and in public forums, and conducts regular workshops on the archetypal influence of mythology on
modern screenwriting. In 2006, he created the Progressive Writers Group, which has been steering the Screenwriters
Association, the trade union for screenwriters since 2008. CILECT conferred on him the Leading International Teacher of
the Year award in 2019.

ABHIJEET DESHPANDE, Criminal Justice, Betaal
Abhijeet Deshpande is a director-writer by profession. He is a graduated from the Film and Television Institute of India
(FTII), Pune in Screenplay Writing. He has co-authored the screenplays of films like Mi Shivajiraje Bhosale Boltoy,
Natsamrat, Table No. 21, Shootout at Wadala and dialogues for films like Shaitan, Wazir, Natsamrat and Table No. 21 and
the Amazon Prime web series, Breathe (Season 1). He has been awarded the Zee Gaurav Award and the Maharashtra
State Award for the Best Screenplay for the film, Mi Shivajiraje Bhosale Boltoy. He made his directorial debut with the
Marathi Film Ani... Dr. Kashinath Ghanekar, which is a biopic based on the life of Indian theatre’ first superstar Dr.
Kashinath Ghanekar. Currently, he is wrapping up his second film as a director, which is a war film set in the times of the
Maratha King Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj.

ASHWINI MALIK, Sr. Faculty - Screenwriting, School of Filmmaking, WWI
Ashwini Malik graduated from Film and Television Institute of India (FTII), Pune. His graduation film competed at the
prestigious Clermont-Ferrand International Short Film Festival, 1995. He began his career in television and wrote and
directed many shows. In 2002, he directed his first feature film, Clever & Lonely, which featured at several international
film festivals. Since 2004, he has been teaching and conducting Screenwriting classes in India and abroad. He has been
a mentor at several script labs. He presented a paper at the CILECT Congress 2019, in Moscow. His most recent film,
Maali, is currently streaming online.

GAURAV ASRI, Cowmedy, Banjar
Gaurav Asri has been teaching screenplay writing for Web Series and TV since last 3 years at Film and Television
Institute of India (FTII), Pune and Script Litmus, Mumbai respectively. His recent short film, Cowmedy was officially
selected at the New York Indian Film Festival, 2020. His first short film, Banjar won him the Best Director award at
Dadasaheb Phalke Film Festival, 2019 and the Best Screenplay award at Indian World Film Festival, 2019. He has
assisted Mr. Javed Siddiqui and Mr. Vinay Shukla as writer and assistant director, respectively. Alumnus of FTII and
IIMC, he had conceptualised and directed a travel show, Ram Teerth for Anandam TV and has written dialogues for TV
serials.

GUEST FACULTY & MASTERCLASSES
GAURAV PATKI, Little Things (Season 4), Once A Year
Gaurav Patki completed his Masters in Political Science from Pune University in 2012. During his college days, he was
actively pursuing theatre. After working in the field of HR, he realised his heart lies in writing and decided to pursue his
dreams. His love for films brought him to Film and Television Institute of India (FTII), Pune, where he studied
screenwriting. By the time his course ended, his script titled, Anadhikrut was selected at the CineRise Lab. He is a proud
holder of the prestigious scholarship of InLaks Foundation. He received his first credit as a dialogue writer for the film,
F.U. directed by Mahesh Manjrekar. He was also associated with Vakav, a film-production house as an in-house
screenwriter for a few years. He conceived and wrote Once A Year (a rom-com), an MX original series. He also co-wrote
the Netflix show, Little Things (Season 4), which is under production. His first audio book titled, Boomerang released on
Storytel. He has also developed a web show and feature film script in the horror-comedy genre for BhaDiPa (YouTube
Channel). Currently, he is co-writing a stageplay for Disney and web show titled, What the Folks (Season Four). For the
series, Once A Year, he was nominated for Critics Choice Award 2019 and received the Ma.Ta. Sanman Award 2021.

ISHITA MOITRA, Shakuntala Devi, Four More Shots Please
Ishita Moitra is a prominent screenwriter based in Mumbai. Some of her works include dialogue for the films Shakuntala
Devi, Maska, Mere Dad Ki Maruti, Noor and series like Four More Shots Please, The Test Case, Romil and Jugal and TV
shows like Bade Acche Lagte Hain. In her spare time, she trains in Hindustani Classical music and loves to sing away
the blues.

JYOTI KAPOOR, Good Newwz, Badhaai Ho
Jyoti Kapoor is a Mumbai-based screenwriter and former journalist. She worked with publications like The Indian
Express and Mid-Day before she crossed over to filmmaking. An alumnus of Film and Television Institute of India (FTII),
Pune, she has written for films like Kaccha Limboo, Daawat-E-Ishq and the TV series, Left Right Left. Her recent works
include Good Newwz and Badhaai Ho.

KETKI PANDIT, Girl from Mars
Ketki Pandit, an alumnus of Film and Television Institute of India (FTII), Pune Screenplay Writing Department, went on to
earn her MFA in Filmmaking from New York University’s Tisch School of the Arts. At NYU, she received Ang Lee
Scholarship and Academy of Motion Pictures Internship Award, among other honours. Her recent screenplay, Girl from
Mars was a finalist at NYU’s Sloan Feature Development Grant, 2018-2019. She has been teaching screenwriting at FTII
since 2009 in various capacities. Currently, she is the Honorary HOD and Course Mentor at FTII’s Screenplay Writing
Department.

POOJA TOLANI, The Verdict - State Vs Nanavati, Sacred Games
Pooja Tolani has co-written Sacred Games Season 2 (Netflix) and Verdict (Alt Balaji). She is currently in the writers' room
for an upcoming political crime series for a leading platform and a comedy feature film. She is an FTII screenwriting
alumna.

RAJ NIDIMORU, The Family Man, Stree
Raj Nidimoru is popular for his unique and original content, pioneering in mixing genres masterfully and as trailblazer of
fresh, quirky humour in Indian cinema. His latest offering is the espionage drama, The Family Man, which he co-wrote
and co-created. He is also known for films like Shor in the City, Go Goa Gone and the horror comedy, Stree, which was a
blockbuster hit.

GUEST FACULTY & MASTERCLASSES
SAMEER SARAL SHARMA, Udta Punjab, A Death in the Gunj
A screenwriting graduate from Film and Television Institute of India (FTII), Pune, Sameer Saral Sharma is a professional
screenwriter with experience in writing feature films, television, web series and short films. He has developed feature
film screenplays for prominent production houses and has been part of writers’ rooms for Amazon Prime series. He has
also worked as an Assistant Director on the critically acclaimed film, Udta Punjab, and as Creative Executive for the
award-winning film, A Death in the Gunj. He teaches screenwriting at Ramesh Sippy Academy of Cinema and
Entertainment (Mumbai University), and mentors student scripts at Whistling Woods International.

SANYUKTHA CHAWLA SHAIKH, Delhi Crime, Neerja
Sanyuktha Chawla Shaikh made her debut as a writer with the film, Delhii Heights in 2007. Since then, she has had
movies like Love Breakups Zindagi, Jodi Breakers, Bobby Jasoos, Neerja, and Parmanu: The Story of Pokhran to her
credit. She is known for her work in Netflix’s India Original series, Delhi Crime, which was also awarded as the Best
Drama Series at the 48th International Emmy Awards.

SMITA SINGH, Raat Akeli Hai, Sacred Games
Smita Singh is a multi-faceted personality who worked in various capacities as a writer, assistant director, and creative
associate on numerous programmes for leading national and international TV channels. She is also one of the three
writers, who was roped in by Phantom Films and was tasked with converting Vikram Chandra's 900-plus magnum opus
that spans over a time period of 40-45 years, into a well-crafted show, Sacred Games, Netflix's first Indian Original.

SUDIP SHARMA, Paatal Lok, Udta Punjab
Sudip Sharma who completed his education from IIM Ahmedabad, wrote two back-to-back successful films, Udta
Punjab, and NH10, while he also led the writer's room for Paatal Lok that he was co-writing, executive producing, and
show running in early 2017. In the two years that it took Paatal Lok to take shape in that writing room, his oeuvre
extended to creative producing, Phillauri and Pari, writing dialogues for Lal Kaptaan, and co-writing Sonchiriya, one of
the finest Hindi films of 2019.

SUMIT PUROHIT, Scam 1992: The Harshad Mehta Story, Inside Edge (Season 1)
Sumit Purohit is a writer, filmmaker, editor and a visual artist. Born in the hill town of Srinagar Garhwal (Uttarakhand,
India), Sumit graduated in Art History and Aesthetics from the Faculty of Fine Arts, MSU, Baroda. His first film
screenplay was for the Children’s Film Festival India produced film, Nandu ka Raja (Nandu’s King). He is also a
trailer/promo editor for award-winning films such as Rajat Kapoor’s Ankhon Dekhi, Kamal Swaroop’s Om-Dar-B-Dar,
Jahnu Barua’s Bandhon, Lipstick Under My Burkha to mention a few. His short documentary, I Woke Up One Morning &
Found Myself Famous was widely screened across the country and film festivals. He also worked as a co-writer on Hindi
film, Bangistan and Amazon Prime Video’s Emmy-nominated Indian original series, Inside Edge. Recently, he wrote and
edited Scam 1992: The Harshad Mehta Story based on the book by Sucheta Dalal and Debashis Basu. His debut feature
documentary titled Charlie Champion is in the last stage of completion.

VAIDEHI SANCHETI, Writer
Vaidehi Sancheti is a passionate and motivating teacher, a self-critical and hardworking writer. Writing is like breathing to
her. Poetry and storytelling is what makes her tick everyday. Having studied Screenplay Writing at Film and Television
Institute of India (FTII), Pune, she loves to encourage more and more people to write. She has been conducting Story
Building and Screenplay Writing workshops for aspiring writers.

ENTRANCE PROCESS
Along with the online application form,
the student needs to submit a one-page synopsis of either

Little Things | Season 1 | Episode 1 (Available on Netflix)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Little_Things_(TV_series)

or

Paatal Lok | Season 1 | Episode 1 (Available on Prime Video)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paatal_Lok)

This synopsis would be evaluated for final selection.
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For admission enquiries, please write to:
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+91 96192 68423

+91 22 62716003

www.wwivirtualacademy.com

Choose a job you love, & you will never have to work a day in you life {Confucius}

